
Essential Policies & Procedures for the EYFS 

COVID-19 Update July 2020 

As described in the government guidance, Actions for early years and childcare providers during the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak (updated May 2021): 

‘Settings are also responsible for planning and implementing appropriate protective measures to reduce 

coronavirus (COVID-19) transmission. Section 3 of this guidance sets out the public health advice which early 

years settings must follow. It also includes the process that should be followed if anyone develops coronavirus 

(COVID-19) symptoms while attending. This guidance has been developed with advice from Public Health 

England (PHE). 

‘These measures make up a ‘system of controls’, described in section 3, building on the hierarchy of protective 

measures that have been in use throughout the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. We are keeping the 

protective measures under review, in line with the latest scientific advice.’* 

*Please refer directly to the guidance for further information and for any updates. 

Therefore, providers can either choose to update their policies in line with the ‘systems of controls’, or use 

them as a separate procedure, as provided here. 

‘The system of controls provides a set of principles and if settings follow this advice, they will effectively 

minimise risks. All elements of the system of controls are essential. All settings must cover them all, but the 

way different settings implement some of the requirements will differ based on their individual circumstances. 

Where something is essential for public health reasons, as advised by PHE, we have said ‘must’. Where there 

is a legal requirement we have made that clear.’ 

‘System of controls 

This is the set of actions early years settings must take. They are outlined in more detail below. 

Prevention: 

1) minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus (COVID-19) 

symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend settings 

2) clean hands thoroughly more often than usual 

3) ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

4) introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often using standard products, 

such as detergents  

5) minimise contact between groups where possible 

6) where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) 

Numbers 1 to 4 must be in place in all settings, all the time. 

Number 5 must be properly considered and settings must put in place measures that suit their particular 

circumstances. 

Number 6 applies in all specific circumstances. 
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Response to any infection: 

7) engage with the NHS Track and Trace process 

8) manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the setting community 

9) contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice 

Numbers 7 to 9 must be followed in every case where they are relevant.’ 

Children with Symptoms  

If your child displays any symptoms of COVID-19 they must self-isolate immediately and a test must be 
booked. This has to be a polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test, taken at a test site or ordered online to take at 
home via the following link Get a free PCR test to check if you have coronavirus (COVID-19) 
 
If a child has symptoms of COVID-19 a lateral flow test (LFT) is not sufficient.  
 
The playgroup will require evidence of a negative PCR test being taken before children can return to the 
setting. This is to ensure the safety of all of the staff and children within the setting.  
 
Please see below the government guidance regarding this: -  
 
"Anyone with symptoms (even if they recently had a negative LFD test result), should still self-isolate 
immediately according to government guidelines. Those with symptoms are also expected to order a test 
online or visit a test site to take a lab-based polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test to check if they have the 
virus." 
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/984864/Acti
ons_for_early_years_and_childcare_providers_during_the_COVID-19_pandemic.pdf 
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/984843/10_
May_Schools_Guidance.pdf 

 

Local outbreak of COVID-19 

In the event of a local outbreak of coronavirus (COVID-19), the government will take action to control the 

spread of the virus. As has occurred in Leicester, people in the affected area may be asked to stay at home as 

much as they can and not travel unless essential. Any providers who are affected by a local outbreak will 

receive specific guidance for their area. Further guidance on COVID-19 related matters, can be found at 

COVID-19 contingency framework education and childcare settings: -  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/986673/Con

tingency_Framework_v3.41.pdf (Updated May 2021)  
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Name of signatory Sara Last                                       Helen Stevenson 
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