
Addendum to Policy 1.2 Safeguarding Children and Child Protection – COVID-19  

Safeguarding and Welfare Requirement: Child Protection 

Providers must have and implement a policy, and procedures, to safeguard children 

Addendum to Policy 1.2 Safeguarding Children and Child Protection – COVID-19  

 

Policy statement 

East Leake Pre-School Playgroup will work with children, parents and the community to ensure the rights and 

safety of children, young people and vulnerable adults. Our Safeguarding Policy is based on the three key 

commitments of the Pre-school Learning Alliance Safeguarding Children Policy.  

 

Procedures 

East Leake Pre–School Playgroup carry out the following procedures to ensure we meet the three key 

commitments of the Alliance Safeguarding Children Policy, which incorporates responding to child protection 

concerns. 

 

Safeguarding  

All other aspects of the safeguarding and welfare section of the EYFS framework still apply, including 

requirements relating to child protection arrangements. Providers will want to consider whether any refresh or 

review is needed of their child protection arrangements, policy and procedures, in light of the COVID-19 outbreak. 

 

Settings must continue to have a practitioner designated to take lead responsibility for safeguarding.  

This is Sara Last 07714442639 and Helen Stevenson 07779 339883 

Sabrina Pound is deputy designated safeguarding lead 07411 198945 

 

All are available to contact via phone at any time. Sara is in the setting every day apart from a Wednesday and 

Sabrina is in the setting all week.  A safeguarding lead is always on site.  

 

Public liability insurance 

For childcare providers with public liability insurance, the Association of British Insurers’ members continue to 

offer cover to settings, whether open or closed, with no change to terms and conditions to existing policies. 

Providers should check their terms and conditions with their insurance company. 

Staff should only contact children within Playgroup hours (or hours agreed with the school’s senior leadership 

team). Any one-to-one sessions such as pastoral care meetings should be risk assessed and approved by the 

school’s senior leadership team(DfE, 2020h) 
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COVID – 19 Updates  

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

The scientific advice indicates that educational staff do not require personal protective equipment. This is needed 

by medical and care professionals providing specific close contact care or procedures that create airborne risk, 

such as suctioning and physiotherapy, for anyone who has coronavirus (COVID-19) and is displaying symptoms. 

See further guidance on social distancing in educational and childcare settings. Staff members wear a face mask 

when at the main door.  

 

What are the expectations on settings regarding staying in touch with parents whose child is at home? 

East Leake Pre School Playgroup continues to maintain contact with parents via communication on pick up and 

collection. In place of our parents evening we have been by phoning parents once term for a catch up, continuing 

to send out emails containing useful information and advice and using the app ‘see saw’ to keep in contact, share 

resources and support children. The Department for Education’s Hungry Little Minds and BBC’s Tiny Happy 

People campaign website have been shared with parents. Regular contact should be maintained with NCC to 

monitor the welfare of vulnerable children who are not attending provision, and other children they might wish to 

keep in touch with, for safeguarding purposes. 

 

Outdoors  

Outdoor activity in Playgroup’s private outdoor space should continue, while following social distancing guidance 
as far as possible. Playgroup goes on some outings in and around  the local village in line with the government 
guidance : - Educational day visits 

“We recognise the significant benefits of educational visits for children’s educational development as well as their 
mental health and wellbeing and are taking steps to allow children to enjoy visits in line with the government’s 
roadmap. The roadmap is driven by data, not dates. The government will only move from one step to the next 
when it is safe to do so and based on 4 tests. 

For that reason, all dates below are indicative and subject to change. Advice will be updated in line with the 
roadmap. 

In line with the roadmap, settings can resume educational day visits from 12 April 2021.” 

 

Social Distancing 

To help ensure that the risk of virus spread for both staff and children is as low as possible, East Leake Pre-

School Playgroup: 

 

• tell children, parents, carers or any visitors, such as suppliers, not to enter the education or childcare 

setting if they are displaying any symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021
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• Collect children from parents at the main door/ gate for drop of and collection. Parents are not admitted 

into the building.  

• discourage parents from gathering at school gates 

•  try to follow the social distancing guidelines 

 

Social distancing within education and childcare settings with very young children will be harder to maintain. 

Staff should implement the above measures as far as they are able, whilst ensuring children are kept safe 

and well cared for within their settings.  

 

Staff should pay particular attention to handwashing before and after supporting children who need help with 

nappy changing, toileting or eating, as well as avoiding touching their own face whilst at work. Pre-School staff 

and other staff may want to use age and developmentally appropriate ways to encourage children to follow 

social distancing, hand-washing and other guidance, including through games, songs and stories. They should 

encourage parents/carers to reinforce these messages at home, by asking them to remind their children. 

 

As much as possible, settings should seek to prevent the sharing of food, drink, utensils, equipment and toys.  

 

 

Reducing the risk  

East Leake Pre-School Playgroup ensures all staff and children: 

• wash their hands with soap and water for 20 seconds frequently or use hand sanitizer.  

• are encouraged not to touch their faces 

• use a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze and use bins for tissue waste 

• ensure help is available for children and young people who have trouble washing their hands 

• inform parents and communities about the measures that we are taking and get their help to 

implement them 

•    Cleaning of surfaces in playrooms, including desks and handles, and within toilet blocks and 

changing rooms, adheres to guidance on cleaning of a non-healthcare setting. Staffs complete 

the cleaning rota at the end of each session. 

• Equipment, toys and surfaces should be cleaned and disinfected more frequently. 

•  For children and young people with an EHC plan, work with the local authority as well as with 

parents to decide how best to continue supporting these children and young people to stay 

healthy 

 

Hand Washing  



4 

 

Staff, children, young people and families should be reminded to wash their hands for 20 seconds more 

frequently than normal, including on arrival at the setting, before and after eating, and after sneezing or 

coughing. Staff should supervise young children to ensure they wash their hands for 20 seconds with soap 

and water (or hand sanitiser if soap is not available or feasible in the particular situation) and catch coughs 

and sneezes in tissues. Bins for tissues should be emptied throughout the day. 

 

Consider how to encourage young children to learn and practise these habits through games, songs and 

repetition. 

 

Some children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities may require additional 

support in following public health advice, or may find frequent handwashing distressing. Staff will know where 

this is likely to be the case, and how they can best support individual children and young people. 

 

 

System of controls  

All staff must be aware of the system of controls. This is the set of actions early years settings must take. They 

are outlined in more detail below. 

 

Prevention: 

 

1) minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus (COVID-19) 

symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend settings 

2) clean hands thoroughly more often than usual 

3) ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

4) introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often using standard products, 

such as detergents and bleach 

5) minimise contact between groups where possible 

6) where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) 

Numbers 1 to 4 must be in place in all settings, all the time. 

Number 5 must be properly considered, and settings must put in place measures that suit their particular 

circumstances. 

Number 6 applies in all specific circumstances. 

Response to any infection: 

7) engage with the NHS Test and Trace process 

8) manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the setting community 

9) contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice 

10) notify Ofsted 
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Numbers 7 to 10 must be followed in every case where they are relevant. 

 

Vulnerable Children 

As part of the response to coronavirus (COVID-19), educational settings have been asked to continue to provide 

care for a limited number of children and young people: 

• those who are vulnerable 

• those whose parents/carers are critical to the coronavirus (COVID-19) response. 

 

The government encourages vulnerable children and young people to attend educational settings unless they 

have underlying health conditions that put them at severe risk .During the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, for 

the purposes of continued attendance at educational settings, vulnerable children and young people are defined 

as those who: 

 

• Are assessed as being in need under section 17 of the Children Act 1989, including children who have 

a child in need plan, a child protection plan or who are a looked-after child 

• Have an education, health and care (EHC) plan whose needs cannot be met safely in the home 

environment 

• Have been assessed as otherwise vulnerable by educational providers or local authorities (including 

children’s social care services), and who are therefore in need of continued education provision - this 

might include children on the edge of receiving support from children’s social care services, adopted 

children, or those who are young carers, and others at the provider and local authority discretion 

 

 

Following up non-attendance 

Providers should follow up with the parent or carer – and social worker/local authority, where appropriate – to 

explore reasons for absence. Children and young people who have been assessed as otherwise vulnerable by 

education providers or local authorities (including children’s social care services), and who are therefore in 

need of continued education provision. This might include children on the edge of care, in alternative provision 

or young carers, or others, at the education provider and/or local authority’s discretion. 

Educational settings should use their discretion to encourage the attendance of children and young people 

that they – or other local services, such as local authorities or the police – feel would be safer by attending 

provision. Providers should follow up with the parent or carer – and other partners, where appropriate – to 

explore reasons for absence. In circumstances where a parent does not want to bring their child to an 

educational setting, and their child is considered vulnerable, the social worker (where appropriate) and 

educational setting should explore the reasons for this directly with the parent. 
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Where parents are concerned about the risk of the child contracting the virus, the school or social worker 

should talk through these concerns with the parent following the advice set out by Public Health England. 

Educational settings should notify the child’s social worker (where relevant) where the child does not take up 

their place. 

 

Where applicable, designated safeguarding leads and/or equivalent staff should keep under review their lists 

of vulnerable children and young people who should be attending provision. Providers are encouraged to 

share their lists of vulnerable children and young people who should be attending provision with their local 

authority. 

 

Education providers, social workers, local authorities and other professionals will want to work together to 

ensure adequate and appropriate arrangements are in place to keep in touch with vulnerable children and 

young people (whether they are attending provision, or not attending for an agreed or non-agreed reason), 

such as by letter, phone or visit. To support this, educational settings should take the opportunity when 

communicating with parents and carers to confirm emergency contact numbers are correct and ask for any 

additional emergency contact numbers where they are available. 

 

There should be no stigma attached to attendance, and there should be no reason that vulnerable children and 

young people attending that same setting will be identified. However, if parents are concerned that their child 

attending an educational setting identifies them as being in need of social work support or otherwise vulnerable, 

the education provider and social workers can support families to decide best how to manage that. 

 

Disabled Children 

Services for disabled children provided under section 17 of the Children Act 1989 typically include short 

breaks for parent carers. The local authority remains under a duty to provide these in appropriate 

circumstances. We recognise that this is likely to prove challenging during the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

outbreak, but ask local authorities to ensure every effort is made to continue to provide this kind of important 

support for families who need it wherever possible. If a child has an EHC plan the local authority remains 

responsible for maintaining it, including until any appeal to the tribunal has been heard and resolved. 

 

 

Further guidance 

 

More detailed guidance can be found on safeguarding in schools, colleges and other providers 

See the statutory guidance on keeping children safe in education for more information. 

See further guidance on social distancing in educational and childcare settings. 
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Accessed from: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/2154/coronavirus-briefing-safeguarding-guidance-and-

information.pdf 

 

 

This policy was adopted by East Leake Pre-School Playgroup (name of provider) 

On 27/04/2021 (date) 

Date to be reviewed July 2021 (date) 

Signed on behalf of the provider  

Name of signatory Sara Last                                       Helen Stevenson 

Role of signatory (e.g. chair, director or owner) Manager                                        Chair 

 


